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Public Comment to the Board of Supervisors, August 9 2022 on Idaho-Maryland 

Mine reopening by Jim Bair1 

Good morning.  I’m Jim Bair, business owner and resident of Nevada County for over 20 years. 

In my previous comments to you [much appreciation for the opportunities], my objective was to 

help the Idaho-Maryland Mine decision making process.  Today I’ve expanded my 

documentation review from the several thousand pages of Rise Mine documents to the County 

database of “all Draft EIR Comment Letters” up to April 5. This includes a spreadsheet of 2873 

commenters often with additional content from the same organization/contact. 

Having been an expert witness in software corporation’s law suits, I believe this might be 

evidentiary. 

There are 10 categories in the DEIR comments database which contains 2,842 Files [email, 

letters, and unknown contents].  While reviewing the contents of each of the 10 categories, I have 

found that many entries are questionable.   

Many of the so-called comments are not comments at all -- many are form letters with the same 

exact content. The most common entry, “Project Support Card” argues “Nevada County is in 

tremendous need of new, well-paying jobs …Rise Grass Valley … [is] creating over 600 new 

jobs…”.  Is this even a fact? 

The 1132 “Project Support Cards” were created by Rise Mine.  They are from a bulk mailer to 

thousands of County voters, and a subset were mailed prepaid to the County.  They show 

support for the Mine and have no reference to the DEIR (see Exhibit 1). 

Other “comment letters” are called “Form Letters”, some with no content and others actually 

contain unique individual commentary on the DEIR.  Form Letters A and B (see my attached 

exhibits) were not intended to be Comments on the DEIR [as defined by the CA Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA]).  

A second questionable set of “Form Letters [C]” is labeled “Subject Line Only”.  Entries contain 

automatic emails faked to be for the Mine from individuals against the Mine [reported in The 

Union op ed], automatically reused content, duplicates, and emails from an out-of-town 

contractor “oneclickpolitics.com” (Wash. D.C.). 

I anticipate I’ll find more questionable comments as we continue to review the database [of “all 

Draft EIR Comment Letters”].  In the meantime, I urge the County to re-organize the database, 

especially separating DEIR Comments per CEQU from opinion pieces.  It might also be prudent 

to separate legitimate comments from fake, machine generated and content free entries – which 

Rise Mine is using for PR and investor appeals [available upon request.]  

I’ve given these comments, data, and examples to the County Clerk. 

Thanks so much for your attention. 

 

(See Exhibit 4, example of actual business opposition related to the DEIR, that might not be 

counted by the Mine.) 

 
1 Leader, Stop the Mine Task Force, Unitarian Universalist Community of the Mountains, Grass 
Valley, CA 95945 
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TABLE:  There are 10 top level files in the County database.  Here are the labels for the 10 files 

-- categories-- and the number of individual files in each.  
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54  see exhibit 2 
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1132 see exhibit 1 

888  see exhibit 2 
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EXHIBIT  1:   Form letter cut-out card from Rise Gold mass mailing and included the DEIR 

Comment Database 
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EXHIBIT 2:  Examples of Form Letter [C] fake emails, duplicates from Rise Gold in the 

DEIR Comment 

EXAMPLE Form Letter automatic email faked to be from for the Mine from an individual 

against the Mine [See The Union op ed] 
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EXHIBIT 2 con’d:  DUPLICATE Form letter [duplicate content] (Gonzales works for Rise 

Gold Mine (head of PR))
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EXHIBIT 2 con’d: DUPLICATE  2 : 
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EXHIBIT 2 con’d:  Fake email:  Obvious contradiction in “No Mine” source vs. “Yes mine” 

message: 

 

EXHIBIT 3:  Mine support form letters (C), duplicates, & from oneclickpolitics.com, 

example (Not DEIR relevant): 
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EXHIBIT 4:  “LATE COMMENTS,” example of business opposition related to the DEIR 

 

 


