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Nevada County Planning Commission Date: 2/26/22
950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 170
Nevada City, CA, 95959

Dear Commissioners Danny Milman, Laura Duncan, Robert Ingram, Mike Mastrodonato and
William Greeno,

I, the undersigned, am opposed to the reopening of the Idaho-Maryland Mine by Rise Gold
Corporation. | understand that you will be reviewing the Draft Environmental Impact Report
and advising Nevada County’s Board of Supervisors before they vote on the matter. | have
listened to both sides of the argument and find Rise Gold Mine to be inconsistent, misleading
and manipulative. They fail to adequately mitigate many significant negative impacts of this
large industrial project on my family, friends, neighbors, and businesses.

There are many reasons this mine should NOT be reopened. My personal reasons are:

e | have a thyroid disease, and environmental pollutants and heavy metals that result from
mining operations greatly worsen my condition and symptoms. Many autoimmune
diseases can be triggered by pollutants as well, and | believe the proposed mitigating
actions are not sufficient to prevent damage to the wellbeing of the citizens of Grass
Valley.

e The mine will pollute our air and increase lung disease. Clouds of airborne toxic mining
dust including asbestos will drift downwind into Grass Valley. Vast amounts diesel
exhaust from continuous operation, including the trucking in of explosives. As someone
who has struggled with health problems, | do not want to see an epidemic of new
medical conditions in the county, especially for my family and friends.

e We have seen long lasting and devastating effects of mining in this town over the
decades. One event that sticks in my mind is the sinkholes that collapsed all over the
county, including at my old middle school, Union Hill, whose field had a sinkhole for
months and they could not use the area. A mining operation would only contribute to
more potential calamities such as this in the future. Operations will include blasting 7
days a week in the tunnels under 2,585 acres of the Grass Valley area.

e The water in the Grass Valley is one of its most precious and greatest commodities for
the citizens who live here. Not only is it important to preserve the water table, but
preventing contamination of that water is imperative to those who use well water. The
mining operations would require removal of 1 million to 3 million gallons of contaminated
water per day for the next 80 years, dewatering hundreds of wells. Waste water will be
dumped into South Fork Wolf Creek and destroy habitats and stir up existing toxic
residues like mercury, cyanide, and lead with disastrous effects for downstream. -
ecosystems - proving that even from decades and decades of kmef pas’l mining
destruction is still visible today.
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e This would be on Brunswick Rd. is in the middle of hundreds of family homes (zoned
residential). Operations will include crushing 1,500 tons of mine waste every day, all
day, using massive machines. Trucks will be hauling 1,000 tons of waste rock, 100 trips
every day, down Brunswick Road, piling it higher than a 6-story building at the
Centennial site. Homeowners stand to lose an estimated 20% in property values (and
more if the well is dry)

e The history and business practices of Rise Gold do not inspire trust. Rise Gold CEO,
Ben Mossman has been charged with environmental offenses in B.C. Canada courts.
Rise Gold has never opened a hard rock mine and has never made a profit on their
business ventures to date. There are many questions as to the financial stability of this
company. The costs of allowing this mining operation do not outweigh the minor benefits
claimed by the advertising campaign of the company.

| am a Nevada County resident and see that Rise Gold Corporation lacks concern for our
environment and the people who live here. I'm confident that you will value my input and
comments from thousands of other residents. | hope you will be among those who will be
known to have stood against the well-funded deception that Rise Gold Mine has developed.

Sincerely,

(oo Y —

Name: Courtney Andes-McCullough
Address: 14015 Live Oak Lane, Grass Valley, CA 95945
Phone number: (530) 798-0640

Email: cjam11219@gmail.com

Cc: Director of Planning Brian Foss, Senior Planner Matt Kelley, Principal Planner Tyler
Barrington




